
Passion Sunday 29 March 2020 

Collect for Passion Sunday 
Most merciful God who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered 
and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may 
triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

Collect for Churches closed to Public Worship 
Ever present God, be with us in our isolation, be close to us in our distancing, 
be healing in our sickness, be joy in our sadness, be light in our darkness, 
be wisdom in our confusion, be all that is familiar when all is unfamiliar, 
that when the doors reopen we may with the zeal of Pentecost inhabit our communities and 
speak of your goodness to an emerging world. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

 Readings 
1. Ezekiel 37, 1-14 

2. Romans 8, 8-11 

3. John 11, 1-45 

 

Psalm 120 

 

Thought for the Day 
In the first two decades of the current century, we have often seen horrendous scenes of 
death and destruction, not least in Afghanistan and Syria. Where was God? Yet, frequently, 
out of sight of the TV cameras, there were projects going on, led by local Christian Churches, 
where they were showing the love and care God has for all humankind by working to bring 
succour and help to those in deep distress, both during periods of fighting but also during the 
rebuilding of communities after the armies and TV cameras have gone off elsewhere. 
Beautiful towns and cities had disappeared into heaps of rubble, the dry bones of those who 
were killed were everywhere. We know it has all occurred so many times over the millennia 
of history. Where was God? The Prophet Ezekiel lived about 600 years before Christ was born 
and knew well the plight of many and could not understand where God was in his day. But 
God heard his plea and gave Ezekiel the vision that we read about in our first lesson. He, 
Ezekiel was to preach to these bones and God would make the come alive again. God was 
going to use Ezekiel to encourage and empower the people around him, who were dead to 
God to come alive and save their communities. 600 years later Jesus faced the same agony 
when his friend Lazarus suddenly died. Where was God? Jesus was empowered to raise 
Lazarus from the dead. God was there after all using Ezekiel to show his love and Jesus to 
become our saviour.  
We see today coronavirus devastating peoples lives. We may ask ‘Where is God’? Surely our 
task is to take the example of the churches we see bringing life again to war torn countries 
and building up their communities afresh. Are we being called to raise up the dead bones of 
our communities as we face up to the present emergency and, following Ezekiel and Jesus to 



bring God’s love for us to all in our villages and show how God can use our local churches to 
rise again as a focus for good. 
Based on an outline by Janet Wootton, of the Congregational Federation for the College of Preachers 

 

Bishop’s Prayer for use during the week 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought 

low; that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

 

Hymns for this week 

A short list of hymns that may be used if you have copies and/or recordings available. 
 
Breath on me Breath of God 
There’s a wideness of God’s mercy 
O God our help in ages past  



Home Communion 

If you would like to join in a Home Communion at the same time. we would suggest the 

following 

Preparation 

For the Bread and Wine, use any available food or drink, there is no need to use Bread 

and/or wine. A biscuit and soft drink is perfectly suitable and may be much preferable if 

children are with you and they can then join in. Remember that the last supper was much 

closer to an ad hoc picnic than a set banquet. 

The celebration 

A suitable prayer to use before you have the food and drink could be:- 

Almighty God, we thank you for food and drink and we ask you to bless these offerings as 

our response to Jesus’ command to “Do this in remembrance of me.”  Amen 

Also please remember that God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is with us as we eat our home 

Holy Communion. 

When to have your Communion 

So that we can feel that we are celebrating together, we would suggest that this is done 

immediately after reading the Morning Prayer service as set out in the Church of England 

sheet and that this should normally be read if possible at the normal service time for your 

Parish. If you wish, please use either 9.30am or 11.00am as your time. That way as we end 

our short service we will all be celebrating together and can take comfort in still worshipping 

as a congregation of believers in our villages. 

Please use the Bishop’s prayer at the end. 


